Significant elevation of urinary trypsin inhibitor in patients with brain contusion--a preliminary report.
Urinary trypsin inhibitor (UTI) is a protease inhibitor, which is produced in the liver. The correlation between UTI level and head injury has not been evaluated. This study was designed to investigate UTI levels in patients with severe head injury. We measured UTI in the urine of patients with brain contusion. UTI was significantly higher in those patients compared to the control group. The results suggest that UTI may be useful for assessing the severity of head injury and also as a treatment marker in patients with brain contusion.